
 

This key can be used to help determine whether a proposed timber harvest will achieve a sustainable outcome. The sustainability key asks a 
series of paired questions or couplets that relate to the harvesting decisions that are being made for the stand. The key provides guidance by 
suggesting if the proposed operation will result in a potentially sustainable outcome, an uncertain outcome that should be reconsidered, or a 
potentially unsustainable outcome. This key is fully explained in the publication “Managing Timber to Promote Sustainable Forests: A Second-
Level Course for the Sustainable Forestry Initiative of Pennsylvania”. 
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